
JOIN MASSBIKE 

Become a MassBike member and receive 
these benefits: 

the MassCyclist, MassBike’s quarterly bicycling 
newsletter 

discounts at over 50 area bike shops 

maps and pamphlets about commuting and 
touring, Bikes on the T, rail trails & safety, 
available on-line or in our library 

discounts on events and programs including 
Bicycle Driver Training courses 

opportunities for bicyclist advocacy, 
volunteering, and activities that make a 
difference for better cycling 

first word on get-togethers, like Bike Night 
(MassBike’s annual autumn meeting), Volunteer 
Appreciation Night (free pizza and bowling), and 
the MassBike Annual Ride. 

the good feeling that you are helping to 
improve conditions for bicycling in 
Massachusetts and around the USA! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Massachusetts Bicycle Coalition 

HOW TO LOCK (AND KEEP!) 
YOUR BIKE 
 

 

MASSBIKE 
The Massachusetts Bicycle Coalition 

59 Temple Place, Suite 669 
Boston, MA 02111-1307 

Phone (617) 542-BIKE (2453) 
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LOCKING YOUR BIKE 
We’ve all seen them – lone bicycle wheels 
locked to parking meters, and broken bike 
locks hanging from fences with no bicycle in 
sight.  Maybe you’ve come back to where you 
left your bike – and found that it’s been stolen!   

Here’s what you can do to avoid bicycle theft: 

1. Always lock your bike!  It takes only 
seconds to pedal away on an unlocked bike. 

2.Use two different locks, with separate 
locking mechanisms.  Thieves carry tools that 
will either snip cables, or pry-apart U-locks – 
but rarely both.  A cable-lock and a U-lock 
together are very secure. 

3. Each lock should have its own built-in 
locking device (a key-lock or combination 
lock, but not a padlock).  Don’t use a cable 
that’s secured by a U-lock – once the thief 
gets through the U-lock, he’s got your bike! 

4.Pull your cable lock through both wheels, 
and lock it around a bike rack or other closed-
loop stand.  Open-top posts (like parking 
meters or traffic signs) let thieves lift bikes 
over them.  If you use a cable lock and a U-
lock, you don’t need to remove your front 
wheel to secure it. 

5. Wrap your U-lock around a secure post.  
Then pass it around your rear wheel rim 
inside the bike’s rear triangle.  It’s not 
necessary for the lock to secure the frame – if 
the U-lock locks the rim inside of the frame 
triangle behind your seat-tube, the bike 
cannot be stolen by removing the rear wheel. 

6. A small U-lock is better than a large one.  
Small locks are much harder to pry open with 
a crowbar than a wide U-lock. 

 

This bike is locked to a rack with a cable 
combination lock and a mini- U-lock.  The 
cable lock secures both wheels to the rack, 
and the U-lock locks the rear wheel inside the 
bike’s rear triangle to the rack.  It cannot be 
stolen unless the thief can defeat both locks. 

MORE THEFT DETERRENTS 
• Don’t leave removable gear on your bike.  
Take pumps, lights, and other accessories 
with you. 

• Park your bike where you see other bikes 
parked.  Seek lighted areas with foot traffic. 

• Write your name and telephone number 
on a piece of Tyvek (a sturdy cloth-like plastic 
available at hardware stores), and identify 
yourself as the bike’s owner.  Put this inside 
your rear tire between the rim and the inner 
tube.  A bike shop will see this if they are 
asked to repair a flat tire! 

• Ask your employer, your favorite shops, 
and other places you visit on your bicycle to 
provide safe, weather-protected bicycle 
parking. 

• Join MassBike!  We’re working to provide 
safe, convenient bicycle parking all across 
Massachusetts – and we need your help! 

  

MEMBERSHIP FORM 
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 �  New member 

�  Renewal 

�  Gift 
Name(s)      
Address      
Town/City    State  
Zip  Email(s)    
Phone:  Day  Eve.   
Bike club(s)     
 � � 
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�

 Regular member $30 �  Family (two member cards) $40 �
 Student/Senior/Low-income $15 

 
Premium-level memberships include two member 
cards and a MassBike map  (see below) �  Premium $50 �  Contributor  $75 �  Sponsor $100 �  Benefactor $250+ 
Please list gift membership recipients’ names, addresses, 
telephone and email information on a separate sheet. 

Does your employer offer a matching gift program?  

Please inquire to make your contribution work even 

harder! 
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As our thanks for joining MassBike at a Premium level or 
higher, please choose a free bike map: �

  Boston 

�  North Shore/Cape Cod �  Eastern Mass. 

�  Central Mass 

�  Western Mass �  No map (MassBike can keep the map’s cost–thanks!) 
 % � & 
 �� �

�  My check to “MassBike” is enclosed, or 
Please charge my: 

�

 Master Card 

�

 VISA 
Cardholder Name  Amt:  $   
Card #   Exp Date:   
 
Signature      ' � �� 	 � � ��

The Massachusetts Bicycle Coalition (MassBike) 
59 Temple Place 
Boston, MA 02111-1307 
or fax this form to 617 542-6755 
 
MassBike is a non-profit 501(c)(3) membership 
organization.  All donations are tax-deductable to the 
fullest extent of the law.  


